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Mr MELHEM: I rise to contribute on the Education and Training Reform
Amendment (Senior Secondary Pathways Reforms and Other Matters) Bill 2021.
The Andrews government has dedicated itself to ensuring that each Victorian
student has access to a quality education, an education that equips them for the real
world, one that gives them the tools they need to succeed and have a bright future.
The changes in this bill will make the significant milestone of transitioning from
senior secondary schooling and into the workplace much smoother. It will enable
them to make meaningful contributions to our economy by making that pathway—
which can be quite daunting—much easier.
In 2019, this government called for a review into how vocational education is
designed and delivered in our state’s secondary schools. John Firth, former VCAA
chief executive officer, was appointed to lead the review into vocational and applied
learning pathways in senior secondary schooling. After consulting widely with
various stakeholders, the Firth review found that there were significant changes
needed. This bill will implement recommendations 1 and 10.
A key change that this bill will implement is the new Victorian pathways certificate
and vocational major within the VCE program. From 2023, a vocational
specialisation stream within the VCE will replace the existing VCAL at the
intermediate and senior levels as we move towards a single integrated senior
secondary certificate by 2025. From 2025, senior secondary students will complete
a fully integrated VCE. These changes will combine the primary benefits of VCAL
and integrate them into the VCE program, to allow for a broader range of outcomes
for all Victorian students.
As the Parliamentary Secretary for Training and Skills, I’ve had the opportunity and
privilege to see firsthand how valuable vocational training can be for young
Victorians looking to gain a skill in order to obtain employment.
Those opposite may have abandoned TAFE in the past; however, our government
looks at vocational training and education as a suitable pathway to employment.
VCAL and TAFE have provided an alternative pathway to employment for those
who may be disadvantaged or who don’t prefer what is considered an orthodox way
of learning. However, it should not only be a pathway for those who may not be
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excelling at school. It is a great option for anyone who wants to pursue training in a
specific field and students should feel proud to be in vocational training.
We’re working hard to help every Victorian child reach their full potential and get a
quality education. We’re making sure they are given lifelong skills and real-world
knowledge that will help them with their future.
Our economy is constantly evolving due to the pandemic and providing a highquality trained workforce will be essential to Victoria’s economic recovery and our
future prosperity.
With these comments I commend the bill to the house.
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